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Reminder: 

This videoconference/webinar 

will be recorded.
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Land Acknowledgement

The FNIHB CDC and Nursing Education Teams 

respectfully acknowledge we are situated on 

Treaty 6, 7, & 8 territories, the traditional lands of 

First Nations and Métis people.

We are thankful to play, work, and live along side 

First Nations and Métis people.
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The FNIHB Alberta Region CDC Team has 

created this training by using Alberta Health 

and Alberta Health Services documents 

and information.
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Today’s Objective

To provide clinical information related to the 

COVID-19 vaccines available for administration 

this fall.
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Most of us are very familiar with the COVID-19 virus:

• COVID-19 is transmitted though tiny respiratory droplets or 
aerosols produced by people who have the virus.

• The virus spreads most commonly by breathing in air that 
contains infected droplets from people coughing, sneezing, 
talking, laughing, and singing, or when the infected droplets 
come into direct contact with another person’s nose, mouth 
or eyes.

• The virus may also spread by touching objects or surfaces the 
virus has landed on and then touching your eyes, nose or 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• People who have COVID-19 can spread it to others before 
they start to feel sick.
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Summary of COVID-19 in Alberta

Last Year: 2023 – 2024 Season

• 6,080 hospitalizations (378 ICU admissions)

• 751 deaths

So far this year: 2024 – 2025 Season

• 408 hospitalizations (24 ICU admissions)

• 23 deaths

(The seasons typically go from the last week of August of one year, until the 

third week of August the following year)
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• 49 individuals hospitalized due to COVID-19 

• <5 individuals died from COVID-19

• 5,394 individuals received the COVID-19 
vaccine

COVID-19 Summary for 2023-2024 in 

Alberta First Nations

September 2024 8

Statistics from AB FNIHB CDC
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Before we start:

Reminder about old COVID-19 vaccines

• Currently, there should not be any old COVID-

19 vaccine in your vaccine fridge. Old COVID-

19 vaccine should have been removed as 

inventory in AVI and then discarded. 

• Please reach out to Melissa Evans for direction 

if you have COVID-19 vaccine, other than the 

new COVID-19 KP.2 vaccine, in your vaccine 

fridge.
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COVID-19 Vaccines Available in Alberta

• Only mRNA vaccine is available this 

fall.

–Moderna (Spikevax) KP.2 Frozen 

Vaccine

–Pfizer (Comirnaty) KP.2 Ultra 

Frozen Vaccine
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COVID-19 Vaccine Program Dates

Program start dates for COVID-19 immunization mirror the influenza 

immunization program schedule:

• October 1, 2024

– Long term care and congregate care sites

– Outreach (home care clients)

– Opportunistic immunizations (health care workers, previously scheduled 

immunization appointments, individuals visiting the health centre for other 

reasons)

• October 15, 2024

– Advertised immunization clinics can start
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AHS Vaccine Biological Page

New biological pages were posted on the AHS COVID-19 

Immunization Information webpage on October 3, 2024.

• COVID-19 Vaccine – mRNA Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty KP.2 –

Ultra frozen Vaccine 

o12 years of age and older

oDark grey cap & dark grey label border

• COVID-19 Vaccine – mRNA Moderna Spikevax KP.2 - Frozen 

Vaccine 

o6 months of age and older

oRoyal blue cap & coral blue label

Reminder: For complete and current information, always use the 

biological pages posted on the AHS website.
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mRNA COVID-19 Vaccine Review

• The COVID-19 vaccine protects against COVID-19, which is the disease 

caused by SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus.

• The Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines use the messenger RNA (mRNA) 

manufacturing platform.

• mRNA (messenger ribonucleic acid) vaccines contain the genetic instructions 

for making the COVID-19 spike protein. This protein is found on the surface of 

the virus that causes COVID-19. 

• When a person is given the vaccine, their cells will read the genetic instructions 

like a recipe and produce the spike protein. 

• After the protein piece is made, the cell breaks down the instructions and gets 

rid of them. 

• The cell then displays the protein piece on its surface. Our immune system 

recognizes that the protein doesn’t belong there and begins building an immune 

response and making antibodies. 

• mRNA vaccines do not affect, interact with or alter your DNA in any way.
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years of age to receive 
Pfizer.
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Vaccine Administration: Dose and Route

Dose and Route: Intramuscular (IM) injection in the deltoid or vastus 

lateralis muscle.

Deltoid (injections site 
noted as the triangle area)

Vastus lateralis (middle third)
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Anaphylaxis

• All clients are encouraged to wait for 15 minutes after immunization

• For clients with any known anaphylactic allergies, extend this recommended 

wait period to 30 minutes.

• Refer to the FNIHB Anaphylaxis Module on OneHealth.
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Vaccine Storage and Handling Principles

Every immunizer must:

o Understand cold chain excursions and the implications of them

o Identify the key staff members at the clinic responsible for vaccine management

o Understand the specific vaccine storage and handling recommendations for this

product

o Understand how to monitor and interpret min/max thermometer readings

o Understand the actions required when a cold chain excursion.

If you have questions about vaccine storage and handling, cold chain breaks, see AB 

Onehealth (FNIHB AB Region: Vaccine Management Standards (February 2023) and/or

reach out to a member of the FNIHB CDC Team.

Slide used with permission from AHS.

https://www.onehealth.ca/Portals/1/ISC%20FNIHB%20AB%20Region%20Vaccine%20Management%20Standards%20February%202023.pdf
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mRNA Vaccine Management

• All multi-dose vials to be thawed in the fridge must be marked with 

the date and time of removal from freezer (vaccine depot should 

indicate on shipment).

• All multi-dose vials must be marked with the date and time when 

stored at room temperature.

• All multi-dose vials must be marked with the date and time when 

punctured.

• Communicate use of near expiry vials to other staff members, so the 

vaccine can be used before it expire; this becomes more important 

at the end of a clinic.

• Vaccine should be withdrawn from the vial by the immunizer 

administering the vaccine.

Slide used with permission from AHS.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Documentation

• Information required to be recorded on all clients includes:

o Client demographic information

▪ full name, personal health number, date of birth, gender, address including postal 

code

• Reason code for immunization

• Dose number

• Vaccine name & lot number

• Dosage administered

• Site of injection

• Route of administration

• Date of immunization

• Immunizer’s first initial and last name, designation & signature

Slide used with permission from AHS.
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Adverse Reaction Reporting

• Use Alberta Health form: “Report of Adverse Reaction following 

Immunization” 

– speak to FNIHB CDC Team before completing

– send completed form to FNIHB CDC Team

– expect written response from FNIHB CDC Team

• Severe reactions are reportable within 24 hours.  All other reactions within 

one week.



Infection Prevention and Control

• Hand hygiene is critical
– Must be done between each client

✓Waterless hand gel

– Hand creams to maintain skin integrity

• Gloves are not recommended during 
immunizations

• “Respiratory Etiquette” protocol.
– coughing/sneezing into tissue or upper sleeve

– providing masks PRN
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Infection Prevention and Control

• Vaccine Administration

– Ensure a clean workspace

• Clean surface at start and end of day

• Establish clean work area (blue pad, professional towel, 
etc.) 

– Avoid placing papers, pens in this area

• Sharps management

– Use safety syringes and needles

– Sharps disposal at point of contact
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Ordering

Moderna and Pfizer vaccines can be ordered through AVI. 
Reach out to your vaccine depot to discuss when shipments will occur.
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Informed Consent

• Clients must give informed consent before immunization

• Prior to immunizing, the immunizer must:

o Determine that the client is eligible (based on current phase and/or 

eligibility requirements)

o Review the disease being prevented

o Review vaccine

Discuss: 

o Risks and benefits of getting the vaccine and not getting the vaccine 

o Side effects and after care 

o How the vaccine is given

• Provide the opportunity to ask questions

• Affirm verbal consent
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7 Rights of Immunization

✓ Right product (vaccine)

✓ Right client

✓ Right dose

✓ Right time (date/time, interval between doses, usage expiry of vial)

✓ Right route, needle length, site/land marking and technique

✓ Right reason (meets eligibility criteria)

✓ Right documentation (including reason code)

Slide used with permission from AHS.
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First of all,…



Questions?

VCHELP@FNTN.CA


