
Environmental Public Health Services
In First Nations communities

Environmental Public Health Services –
Enteric Follow-Up Process & Updates to the 
Animal Exposure Form  
Presented by: Kyle Wonsiak, Senior EPHO & Geraldine Sawyer, 
Senior EPHO

Services de santé environnementale et publique
dans les communautés des Premières Nations



Environmental Public Health Services
In First Nations communities

Services de santé environnementale et publique
dans les communautés des Premières Nations

Agenda
• Environmental Public Health Services

• Core Program Areas

• Notifiable Enteric Illnesses – Update to Follow-Up Process
• Background
• Notification
• Information Gathering
• Investigation
• Reporting

• Animal Exposure Follow-up
• Review and updates to Animal Exposure Report
• Animal Exposure Data

• Client Demographics

• Date/Time and Geographical Location of the Exposure

• Animal Information

• Incident Information & 10 Day Observation Period

• Initial Medical Treatment and Immunization

• Initial/Final Form Completion

• Zoonotic/Animals and Human Health Program
• Resources

• Questions



Environmental Public Health Services
In First Nations communities

Services de santé environnementale et publique
dans les communautés des Premières Nations

Environmental Public Health Services​ (EPHS)

• EPHS works to identify and prevent or mitigate environmental public 
health risks that could adversely impact the health of the community.

• Programming includes public health inspections, 
monitoring environmental conditions such as drinking water, 
delivering training and raising awareness about 
potential environmental public health risks, and the steps people 
can take to protect themselves and their families.

• Services are carried out by Environmental Public Health Officers 
(EPHOs)

• Prevention is a key principle of environmental public health.
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EPHS - Core Program Areas

Communicable 
Disease

Drinking Water Housing Food Safety

Solid Waste Wastewater
Facility 

Inspections
Emergency 
Response
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Communicable Disease Control

• Our activities (e.g. monitoring drinking water supplies and providing food handler training) 
aim to prevent illness and the spread of communicable diseases. Other activities that 
address issues associated with prevention or control include:

• Surveillance activities as required to prevent and address cases of communicable 
disease.

• Addressing suspected or confirmed cases of communicable disease together with 
community health staff.

• May include collaborating with community and regional staff (e.g. the Regional 
MOH, CHNs, provincial authorities) to investigate foodborne and waterborne (e.g. 
E. coli) and vectorborne (e.g. West Nile Virus) disease.
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Communicable Disease Control

• EPHOs may also:​

• Aid in investigation, source identification, sampling, providing 
advice and monitoring.​

• Provide public education to community leadership and residents 
to create awareness of the link between human health and the 
environment to reduce the risk of illness.
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Communicable Disease Control

• Animal bite exposure follow up • Enteric illness follow-up
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Investigation Process
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Background

Past:

• Regional CDC nurses were overseeing the follow-up process for 
enteric illnesses, with Environmental Public Health (EPH) becoming 
more involved during outbreak situations. 

Current:

• EPH will now oversee all enteric notifiable illnesses, including 
coordinating the investigation with the Community Health Nurses 
(CHNs).

• We continue to work out the processes/reporting for taking this task 
over in its entirety from the CDC program. 
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Goals

• To prevent further transmission of the disease.

• To determine the source of the infection.

• To ensure that required reporting is completed in an accurate and 
timely manner.
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Enteric Case Investigation

Source: A focus group study of enteric disease case investigation: successful techniques utilized and 
barriers experienced from the perspective of expert disease investigators

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-14-1302
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Notification

• EPH will receive reports for all enteric notifiable diseases.
• These reports may come from various sources: Provlab, AHS CDC/EPH, CHN, 

AB Health, Health Link, etc

• The report will be distributed to your community Environmental 
Public Health Officer (EPHO).

• The EPHO will be in contact by email & phone with the applicable 
CHN to initiate follow-up with the case. 
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Information Gathering

• If the pathogen is known, review the applicable Alberta 
Disease Management Guidelines. 
• This document will guide and aide in the investigation. 

• Case definitions

• Epidemiology

• Public Health Management

https://www.alberta.ca/notifiable-disease-guidelines#jumplinks-3
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Follow-Up & Investigation

• The community EPHO will email the CHN with the applicable 
documents and information to aide in the follow-up. This will include 
the following: 
• Enteric Disease Investigation Form (EDIF), applicable disease management 

guidelines, blank line list, EI#, educational resources, any other relevant info 

• CHN should return the completed EDIF to the community EPHO for 
review and continued follow up as necessary. 

• The community EPHO will also work with the CHN to start a line list as 
needed. 
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Follow-Up & Investigation

• Items to note and discuss with the EPHO include the following:
• Is the case or close contacts in a sensitive situation or occupation 

(SSO)? 
• This will guide in determining if exclusions are required. The disease 

management guideline will outline what constitutes an SSO.

• Does the food history, water source or living conditions indicate need 
for further investigation?

• Have any close contacts been reported as symptomatic?

• Is a susceptible population at risk?

• Are any other jurisdictions/communities potentially affected?
• notification to AHS/other as needed
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Example – SSO - Salmonellosis
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Follow-Up & Investigation
• The community EPHO can consult the MOH as needed. Be sure to have basic 

information available if possible, such as: 
Summary statement (ex. 28 year old man from [Community Name] with VTEC infection. Unknown source of infection. Case is a 
health care worker.)

Nation Pathogen Admission (hospital, admission date, if 
in ICU)

Other relevant history (eg. co-
infections, other relevant medical 
conditions, if immunocompromised) 

Name Date of specimen 
collection

Date of death

DOB Symptom onset Enteric history (eg. if SSO, potential 
sources, any implicated off-reserve 
facilities, travel history) 

PHN Symptoms Information on close contacts (eg. if 
contacts are symptomatic, SSO’s, etc) 
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Coordination Calls

• If needed, the Senior EPHO will 
organize a coordination call with 
the community EPHO, MOH, 
CHN, CDC nurse, etc. 
• Examples of when coordination 

calls might be needed include: 
multiple cases/potential outbreak, 
need for exclusions, facility 
implicated, susceptible population 
is at risk, disease is unusual or 
highly pathogenic, etc
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NDR Form

• The community EPHO will advise the CHN to 
complete a Report of Notifiable Disease (NDR)
form for all cases – confirmed/probable/suspect/etc.  

• Detailed guidance on completing the form can 
be found in the Notifiable Disease Report 
Manual. 

• The form can be completed and submitted in 
CHIP (Community Health & Immunization 
Program) or faxed to Environmental Public 
Health at 780-495-2796.
• Note: Do not use a photocopy of the form as each 

form has a unique ID number.

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ndr-manual-9th-edition
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NDR Form - Submission

• The community EPHO will review the form and will follow-up with the 
CHN as needed. 

• Once the form is accurate and complete, EPH will forward the form to 
Alberta Health.

• Timelines for submitting initial and final forms can be found in the 
Notifiable Disease Report Manual under Reporter’s Responsibilities. 

• The timeliness of reporting notifiable diseases is critical to ensure the health 
and safety of all Albertans.

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ndr-manual-9th-edition
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NDR Form – Reporting Timelines



Outbreak Reporting

• In the event that an outbreak was declared by the MOH(s), an Alberta 
Outbreak Report Form (AORF) and outbreak summary will be 
completed by EPH and submitted to Alberta Health. 

https://www.alberta.ca/notifiable-disease-guidelines#jumplinks-5
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Animal Exposure Follow Up

• April, 2019, EPHS took over Animal 
Exposure follow-up from Regional 
CDC team.

• Follow-up activities include:
• Conducting rabies risk assessment; 

working with the Medical Officer of 
Health (MOH)

• Coordinating sharing of information 
with MOH and external agencies as 
needed (AHS, CFIA)

• Communicating the decision of the 
MOH with the community

• Reporting on animal exposure data
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Client Demographics Data:

• Section reorganized and designed to put emphasis on house 
address/identifier and not necessarily a Box Number
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Date Time and Geographical Location of Animal Exposure:

• Section reorganized and added free text fields to identify the 
community the animal exposure occurred in.
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Animal Information:

• Asterisk continues to 
note higher risk (refers 
to page 3 for further 
instructions).

• Additional prompts for 
animal description.

• New fields for domestic 
animals only.
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Information About Incident & 10 Day Observation Period:

• No changes to page 2 of the 
form.
• 10 Day observation period section 

cleaned up to provide clearer 
direction.
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Initial Medical Treatment & Immunizations:

• Additional fields to identify 
facility/facility location and care 
provider during initial treatment.

• EPHS does not assess the need 
for tetanus nor track 
administration of the vaccine.
• Any questions regarding tetanus 

requirements or procedures, 
please continue to contact the 
regional CDC team.



Environmental Public Health Services
In First Nations communities

Services de santé environnementale et publique
dans les communautés des Premières Nations

Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Completing the Initial Form and Exposure Follow Up:

• No changes to reporting 
procedure or process.

• Notify EPHS immediately of 
any high-risk incidents 
(anything marked with an 
asterisk).

• EPHO on call 24-7 if area EPHO 
not available.
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Completing the Final Form:

• Reorganized section to provide 
clearer direction.
• Higher risk if the animal cannot be 

located or if there is a change in 
animal behaviour/status.

• Removed majority of the 
“Regional Use Only” section.
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Zoonotic/Animals and Human Health Program

• Another major component of the CDC Program Area is the Zoonotic 
Disease and Animals and Human Health Program.

• Data has been valuable in demonstrating ongoing issues with animal 
exposure incidents.

• In 2023, additional funding was received in the region to be allocated 
to the zoonotic and animal human health program.
• Funding went to further support spay and neuter clinics, and re-establish the 

drastically scaled back education/awareness component of the program.
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Resources

Dog Care and Management Program | Canadian Animal Task 
Force (cataskforce.org)

https://cataskforce.org/programs/dog-care-management/
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QUESTIONS/FEEDBACK?

Kyle Wonsiak
Senior Environmental Public Health Officer, Environmental Public 
Health Services
First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Alberta Region
Indigenous Services Canada
kyle.wonsiak@sac-isc.gc.ca
587-987-1317

Geraldine Sawyer
Senior Environmental Public Health Officer, Environmental Public 
Health Services
First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Alberta Region
Indigenous Services Canada
Geraldine.Sawyer@sac-isc.gc.ca
780-915-9364


