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Presentation Outline

• Overview of Environmental Public Health Services (EPHS)

• EPHS and Communicable Disease Control
• Animal Bite Exposure Follow-up

• Animal Exposure Form and Animal Exposure Regional Data

• Animals and Human Health Program

• Resources

• Questions/Feedback
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Environmental Public Health Services

• EPHS works to identify and prevent or mitigate environmental public 
health risks that could adversely impact the health of the community.

• Programming includes public health inspections, 
monitoring environmental conditions such as drinking water, 
delivering training and raising awareness about 
potential environmental public health risks, and the steps people 
can take to protect themselves and their families.

• Prevention is a key principle of environmental public health.
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EPHS - Core Program Areas

Communicable 
Disease

Drinking Water Housing

Food Safety Solid Waste Wastewater

Facility 
Inspections

Emergency 
Response
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Communicable Disease Control

• Animal bite exposure follow up
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Animal Exposure Follow Up

• April, 2019, EPHS took over Animal 
Exposure follow-up from Regional 
CDC team.

• Follow-up activities include:
• Conducting rabies risk assessment; 

working with the Medical Officer of 
Health (MOH)

• Coordinating sharing of information 
with MOH and external agencies as 
needed (AHS, CFIA)

• Communicating the decision of the 
MOH with the community

• Reporting on animal exposure data
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Client Demographics Data:
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Number of reported animal exposures, First Nations Communities in Alberta, 
2019/20 to 2022/23
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Client Demographics Data:

42.52%

57.48%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

Female Male

Proportion of reported animal exposures by 
Gender , First Nations communities in 

Alberta 2022-2023

70.00%

75.00%

80.00%

85.00%

90.00%

95.00%

0 to 9 Years 10 to 19 Years 20 to 29 Years 30 to 39 Years 40 to 49 Years 50 Plus Years

Proportion of Animal Exposures that were 
provoked by Age Group 2022-2023

Environmental Public Health Services
In First Nations communities

Services de santé environnementale et publique
dans les communautés des Premières Nations



Environmental Public Health Services
In First Nations communities

Services de santé environnementale et publique
dans les communautés des Premières Nations

Proportion of reported animal exposures by gender and age group, First Nations communities 
in Alberta, 2019/20 to 2022/23
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Animal Information Data:
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Information About the Incident:
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Information About the Incident:
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Proportion of reported animal exposures by location of injury, First Nations communities in 
Alberta, 2019/20 to 2022/23 combined 
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Animal Exposure Follow Up – Animal Exposure Report:
Information About the Incident:
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Zoonotic/Animals and Human Health Program

• Another major components of this CDC Program Area is the Zoonotic 
Disease and Animals and Human Health Program.

• Current funding for the Animals and Human Health Program 
delivered through TSAG.

• This funding is currently allocated to support First Nations and Spay 
and Neuter Clinics through partnership with the Canadian Animal 
Task Force (CATF)

• The Spay and Neuter clinics program has been incredibly successful 
and remains in extremely high demand in First Nations communities
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Number of Reported Animal Exposures Occurring in First Nations Communities in 
Alberta and the Number of Animals that the Canadian Animal Task Force (CATF) 
Provided Care for by Fiscal Year
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Number of Reported Animal Exposures Occurring in First Nations Communities in Alberta and the 
Number of Animals that the Canadian Animal Task Force (CATF) Provided Care for by Fiscal Year
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Zoonotic/Animals and Human Health Program

• The defined education and awareness portion of the Animals and 
Human Health Program was drastically scaled back several years ago 
due to funding limitations.

• In the summer of 2023, EPHS AB received additional funding in G&Cs 
to be allocated to the Zoonotic and AHH Program.

• This additional funding will be used towards further supporting the 
spay and neuter clinics, and re-establishing the education/awareness 
component of the program.
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Zoonotic/Animals and Human Health Program
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New Two Page Resource
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Other Resources

Dog Care and Management Program | Canadian Animal Task Force 
(cataskforce.org)

https://istorystudio.com/graphicnovels/dog-bites-the-gift/

https://cataskforce.org/programs/dog-care-management/
https://istorystudio.com/graphicnovels/dog-bites-the-gift/
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QUESTIONS/FEEDBACK?

Kyle Wonsiak
Senior Environmental Public Health Officer, Environmental Public Health Services
First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Alberta Region
Indigenous Services Canada
kyle.wonsiak@sac-isc.gc.ca
587-987-1317


