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Who is your Nursing Education Team?
Regional Nurse Educator 

Sandra Kennett: sandra.kennett@sac-isc.gc.ca

Nurse Practice Consultants:

Anju Singh anju.singh@sac-isc.gc.ca

Saaraa Stainsby: saaraa.stainsby@sac-isc.gc.ca

Nurse Practice Advisors: 

Kathleen Somers: kathleen.somers@sac-isc.gc.ca

Leanne Aminiel: leanne.aminiel@sac-isc.gc.ca

Robyn Lourens: robyn.lourens@sac-isc.gc.ca

Administrative Team: 

Isabella Fuccaro: isabella.fuccaro@sac-isc.gc.ca

Charmaine Munyuki : charmaine.munyuki@sac-isc.gc.ca
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Topic Overview 
➢ Mandatory Immunization Certification and Recertification Policy

➢ Nurse Competency Assessment Forms 

Part B: Nurse Immunization Competency Assessment 

Part C: RN Well Child Skills Competency Assessment 

➢ Student Consent Form for Immunization in Schools and the Letter to Parents

➢ The EPDS tool, scoring instructions, and referral flowcharts 

➢ PHN Orientation Guide for New Onboarding Nurses 

➢ Future Directions…

➢ Masking & Covid-19 update with Dr. Chris Sarin
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Updated: 
Mandatory Immunization Certification and Recertification Policy
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immunization\Final- Mandatory Immunization Certification Policy May 24 2023 

Signed SG (1).pdf

Immunization/Final- Mandatory Immunization Certification Policy May 24 2023 Signed SG (1).pdf


Updated: 
Mandatory Immunization Certification and Recertification Policy

- Updated Spring 2023, available on OneHealth

- All nurses must complete ‘Mandatory Immunization Certification’ every 3 years 

- Initial Certification must be competed by a Public Health Nurse Advisor and has 3 parts: 

Part A: EPIC

Part B: Nurse Immunization Competency Assessment 

Part C: RN Well Child Skills Competency Assessment (where applicable) 

- Renewal every 3 years
- Completed by a PH Nurse Advisor or a CHN in the community who is an RN, >2 years experience, and certified 

- HCPs are responsible for identifying the upcoming expiry of their certificate (3-month grace period)

- HCPs whose immunization certificate has expired shall not deliver immunization services
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Updated: 
Part B- Nurse Immunization Competency Assessment 

- Updated Spring 2023

- Form modernization, updated logos 

- Used to complete sign off during initial certification and renewals

- Standardize immunization practices across FN communities in the province

- There are 3 different nurse immunization competency assessment forms: RN, LPN, and Adult Only 

- Key updates include: 
- Clearer instructions for completion 
- Skills assessments are organized into categories and align with the greater health authority 
- A section for advisors to provide nursing feedback and areas for practice development 
- A section for advisors complete a 3-month follow-up after initial certifications 

- Submit completed copy to both Manager/Designate and Nursing Education to receive official ‘Immunization Provider Certificate’
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New!
Part C: RN Well Child Skills Competency Assessment 

- Developed Spring 2023 

- Only for RNs delivering Well Child Services (not required by LPNs or primary care nurses)

- Focus on health promotion, disease prevention, and injury prevention in the 2 – 59 month populations  

- Completed in congruence with Part B: Immunization Competency Assessment form    

- Allows for consistency and standardizes practice across First Nations communities in AB 

- Skills are organized by age group and well child assessment area

- Criteria align with the AHS well child recommendations
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Updated: 
Student Consent Form for Immunization in School Settings 

- Updated Spring 2023, available on OneHealth 

- Form Modernization, updated Logos

- Thoroughly reviewed by Legal & Privacy teams 

- Terminology kept as simple as possible (some terms unavoidable)  

- Back of the consent form intended for staff use if required (i.e. telephone consent, refusals, etc.)

- Organized into 3 steps for parents: 
- Childs demographic information
- Childs health information 
- Consent 
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New!
Letter to Parents re: School Immunization Program  

- Developed Spring 2023, available on OneHealth

- Informative letter intended for Parents/Guardians of students in FN schools 

- Explains the school immunization process and contents of the package (i.e. 
consent form, vaccine information sheets, etc.) 

- Emphasizes ‘your child will not be vaccinated without your consent’   

- Includes contact information for the CHC for any parent questions 
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Updated: 
EPDS Screening & Scoring Tools 
- Updated Summer 2023, available on OneHealth

- Form modernization, updated logos 

- Updates include clearer Instructions for:  
- clients on how to fill out the form and alternate options if unable to fill it out
- HCP on how to score the form and complete referrals if required  

- Old EPDS form had the scoring instructions on it (this has been removed) 
- HCP are directed to a scoring sheet that is separate from the EPDS tool
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New! 
EPDS Referral Algorithms (Appendix A – C) 
- Added summer 2023, available on OneHealth

- 3 Referral Flowcharts adapted from AHS:
- Appendix A: Postpartum Depression Referral Flowchart 
- Appendix B: Postpartum Depression Alternate Questions Referral Flowchart
- Appendix C: Postpartum Depression Suicide Risk Referral Flowchart 

- Enhanced clinical guidance and support for HCPs when assessing EPDS 
scores  and when clients answer ‘yes’ to item #10 (i.e. thoughts of self 
harm)

- Clear and easy to follow algorithms 
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New!
PHN Orientation Guide for New Nurses 
- Developed September 2023 

- Intended to support new nurses during the PH onboarding process  

- Step by step guide that includes clear orientation expectations, time frames, and 
involves the manager/designate in the process 

- Organized into 5 steps : 
1. Part A: EPIC Modules (12h)
2. Theory Session with a Nurse Advisor (1 week)
3. Orientation to Well Child Clinic with a Buddy Nurse (2 weeks)
4. Part B + C Competency Assessments (1 week)
5. 3-month Follow up with Nurse Advisor 
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One Page Summary Sheet  



What's Next? Future Directions…

- Community postpartum training and competency assessment 
development (aka Part D!) 

- Look forward to an in-person Annual PH Update (…late 2024?)

- What do you want to Learn? Practice? Develop?…. 

Complete our Poll!
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Masking & Covid-19 Update: 

Dr. Chris Sarin 
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